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on the Prophet, aroused ill-feeling among Muhammadans, and in the press of
both communities considerable acrimony accompanied in some cases by gross
obscenity was displayed. On June the 16th at Lahore some Muhammadan
boys who were said to have insulted an image in one of the Lahore bazaars were
set upon 'by Hindus and beaten. Eight Muhammadans were slightly injured
and one received grievous injuries. Another Hindu-Muhammadan/iwos arising
out of a trivial incident occurred in Lahore on August the 4th in which 6 Muham-
madans recieved simple injuries. The Police arrived on the spot in time to
prevent serious developments. The riots at Kohat in the North-West Frontier
Province, which occurred in September 1924, intensified ill-feeling ; it may be
noted that most of the Hindus who fled from Kohat took refuge in Rawalpindi.
An indication of the rapid decline of the Hindu-Muhammadan entente was the
lack of. enthusiasm displayed at the visit of Mr. Gandhi, to the Provincial Political
Conference at Lahore, in the beginning of December 1924. The Muhammadans
took no part either in the procession organised in his honour or in the Conference.
7.    During the first six months of 1925 communal ill-feeling was less   1925*
prominent.    On June the 5th a meeting was convened at Lahore to celebrate
the death anniversaries of Sivaji, Maharana Partap and Banda Bairagi. This
was the first time that there had been a celebration of this kind in the Punjab,
and though it did not attract much attention, the public tributes to Banda Bairagi
had an irritating effect on the Muslim community. On August the 1st trouble
was narrowly averted at Panipat during the Muharram procession. A large
number of Hindu Jats from the surrounding villages armed with lathis were
imported into the town for the purpose of creating a disturbance and were with
some difficulty dispersed by the Police. Two hundred and seventy arrests werr
made* It is possible that if the Police had failed to disperse the mob Panipat
City would have been the scene of very serious rioting,
8.    On February the 12th, 1926, a somewhat serious riot occurred at   1926.
Rewari in the Gurgaon District.   A marriage procession was passing a Muham-
madan mosque with a band playing when it was attacked by about 150 men
who rushed out of the mosque. A general fight ensued. Twelve Hindus were
seriously hurt and also one Muhammadan who died the following morning. One
Hindu shop was looted and burnt down. On the next day a large crowd of
Muhammadans assembled at the hospital and, having taken over the body of the
man who had been killed, formed a procession and marched shouting towards the
City. The Police managed to prevent them from getting more than 100 yards
into the City and, after a fight in which several prominent Hindus were hurt,
dispersed the crowd. Fifteen persons were arrested.
9.    A session of the Punjab Provincial Hindu Conference was held at
Ambala on April the 24th and 25th under the presidency of Dr. Moonje.   Ee-
ferences made by him to the histroy of Islam in India attracted much comment
and the hostility displayed to Muslim interests throughout the proceedings was
freely attacked in the Muslim press.   Shortly after this, the Calcutta communal
riots again aroused feeling in the Province.   On June 14th a serious riot occurred
in Rawalpindi.   On the 18th of June a large procession reported to consist of
15,000 Sikhs was taken out to celebrate the- death anniversary of Guru Arjan
Dev.   A meeting to discuss the arrangements about the procession had been
held on June the llth between representath es of the Muslim and Sikh communi-
ties and the district authorities had not in consequence taken special steps to
control the procession.   Its size, however, caused resentment among the Muslims,
and when the procession reached the Jama mosque and continued to play music,
excitement was engendered on both sides.   The position threatened to become
critical but the efforts of the police and the good offices of Muslim and Sikh
gentlemen enabled the   procession to continue   on its way without incident.
This affair, however, caused considerable resentment among the Muhammadans
whose feelings had already been exasperated by the proposal of certain Sikhs
to open a Cinema near the Jcma Masjid and by the question of the treatment of
Muslim employees of the Municipality.   On June the 14th disquieting rumours
were current in the City,  and it was evident that religious passions had been
excited.   A collision between Sikhs and Muhammadans near the Singh Sabha
Gnrdwara was narrowly averted.   About 10-80 P.M* incendiarism and rioting
broke out throughout the City the main body of aggressors being IfnydiTn.